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To the READER. 


CAN DID READER, 


"HERE hath been, and now is, ſo great @ 
Number of heretical and falſe Teachers in the 
Chriſtian Church, that it would prove a diffi- 
rult Thing particularly ts name them all. For this 
gur National Church is but @ ſmall Part of the Ca- 
tholick Church of Chriſt ; and yet herein are ſeveral 
Sets, at this Time teaching different Ways of Wor- 
ſhip; which like ſo many Scabs and Mens upon the 
Body, continually affiift and diſturb it. In the laſt 
Century ſeveral ordinary Mechanicks took upon them 
to be Founders of new Sefts; one of which pretended 
to Inſpiration, as did George Fox, the Founder of 
The Quakers. In like Manner in the preſent Age, 
there is a Seft among us called Methodiſts ; who 
make as great Pretenſions to the Spirit as the Quakers 
ever did; but by their Doctrines it plainiy appears, 
o be no other than the Spirit of Infatuation that doth 
Poſſeſs them. By their Cant and Delufions they draw 
away many Diſciples after them, ſome of which grow 
mad and delirious. For which Reaſon many grievous 
Complaints are made to the Miniſters of the Ejtabliſhed 
Church, againſt theſe Seducers, by Parents, Maſters, 
and Relations. And fince none of my Brethren have 
thought it worth their while publickly to expoſe their 
Errors, in ſuch a May as might convince a Country 
9 alion; therefore I thought it might not be 
1 amiſs, 


To TAE READER. 
2 mij „ th the plainejt Manner, to fhew the Danger 
of imbibing their Dofrines, or attending their Aſſem- 
Lies, or jo much as converſing with them. For this 


End 1 have collected ſome of their chief Dottrines, 
from the Hiſtory of modern Entoufiaſm, and hade 


br wefly re futee them. 


May God grant bis Bleſſiug do iny weak but ſincere . 
Endeavours, and may you ever eſcape the Snares of 
Such as lie in wait to deceive, is the hearty Wiſh of 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Tus THOR. 


1 


TUDE, YEz&SES 17, 15; 10 


But Beloved, remember ye the Word; which were 


- ſpoken before of the Apoſtles of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt ; how that they told you, there fhonld be 

Noc lers in the laſt Time, who would walk after 
their own ungodly Luſts. Theſe be they who ſepa- 

rate themſelves, fenſual, not having the Spirit. 


HE chief Aim and Delign of St. Jude 
in this Epiſtle, is to fortify the Chriſ- 
tian Jews againſt thoſe falſe and erro- 
neous Doctrines, which were broached 


by ſome Heretics in the Church's Infancy ; where- 


by many were ſeduced from the Truth and Purity 


of the Goſpel. Theſe Seducers are called Mock- 


ers, becauſe they ſeparated themſelves from the 


Church's Communion without any juſt Cauſe; 


pretending to greater Sanctity than others, and 


looking upon plain well-meaning Chriſtians as 1g- 


norant Dotcids knowing Nothing. But they 


thought themſelv+s wiſe, and pretended to Inſpira- 


tion, Extaſies, Viſions, and extraordinary Com- 
munications with God ; yet were they full of Pride, 


addicted to Senſuality, and deſtitute of the Holy 


Spirit. They were called Gnoſtics, who ſprung 
from the Nicolaitans, and other antient Heretics , 
from whom they borrowed all their filthy, laſci- 


vious, and blaſphemous Opinions. And as there 


was ſcarce any Thing ſo falſe and abſurd, or ſo 
contradictory to the revealed Will of God, but 


what ſome of theie Heretics maintained, ſo there 


Have 


? 
' 
. 
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and alſo decry all human Qualifications to the Mi- 


niſtry; judging the Ordinances of Religion, Sacra- 


ments, Prayers, Thankſgivings, Reading of the 
Bible, very mean Things ; and preferring a preca- 


rious inward Motion of the Spirit, before the Plain 
written Word of God. 


' To diſcover all the Errors of each Sect among 
us would prove a very tedious Piece of Work. I 


ſhall therefore, at this Time, confine my Diſcourſe 
to one particular Sect now prevailing in this Realm, 
which makes equal Pretenſions to Inſpiration with 

the Quabers; thinking themſelves already in a State 
of Perfection, and eſteeming their own Knowledge, 


Gifts and Graces far ſuperior to others. And that 


you may ſee how well the Words of my Text may 
be applied to this Sort of falſe Teachers, I ſhall 
purſue the following Method. 


1. I ſhall ſhew, That Mockers and falſe Teach- 


ers ſhould come in the laſt Time, who would 


, Rrangely inteſt the Chriſtian Church. 


II. That the Set of People among us called 
Methodiſts, by their Doctrines, by the diſtinguiſh- 


ing Marks here given them in wy Text, and by 
the Sieights and Artifices which they uſe in drawing 


Diſciples after them, manifeſtly ſhew, that they are 


ſuch Mockers, as we are forewarned of in the holy 
| Goſpel. | 


III. ad Laſtly. I hall 1 How, or by Ja 
Means, we may prevent our being drawn away by 


: the Lo. 


have been ſome ready to embrace their falſe Docs 
trines and Opinions ever ſince. There are many 
at preſent, even in this Nation, who diſclaim the 
moral Law as Part of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
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the falſe and pernicious Doctrines of theſe craſtey 


Seducers. 25 

J. | Firſt then I am to ſhew, That Mockers and 
falſe Teachers ſhould come in the laſt Time, who 
would ſtrangely inteſt the Chriſtian Church. 


Out baited Lord Je Chi, ho wi Gai 


well as Man, foreſeeing that divers Wolves would 


creep into his Church unawares, and from Time ta 


Time devour many of his Flock, was pleaſed to 
give his People previous Notice of it; that ſo they 
might guard againſt them, and avoid the Dangers 


which would otherwiſe enſue. Beware, faith he, 
of falſe Prophets, which come to you in Sheep's 


Cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves.“ 


And as our Saviour has given us fair Warning ia 


this Caſe, ſo his Apoſtles have done the ſame in di- 


vers other Places of the New Teſtament. Thus 


St. Paul, having given the Elders of Epheſus, who 


were ordained to the Work of the Miniſtry, a ſtrict 


Charge to take Care of themſelves and of their 


Flocks, faith, for I know that after my Departing, 
ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among you, not ſparing 


the Block, alſo of your ownſelves ſhall Men ariſe, 


Speaking perverſe Things, io draw away Diſciples 
after them. St. Peter alſo foretells the Coming of 


falſe Teachers into the Chriſtian Church, But there 


were falſe Prophets alſo among the People, even as 


there ſhall be falſe Teachers among you; who privily 


ſhall bring in damnable Herefies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themſelves 


 fwift Deſtruction. 1 Here he ſeems to point at the 


Gnoſtics, who made it an indifferent Thing to deny 


_ Chriſt in Time of Perſecution, to avoid which, 


they 


: Matthew, Ch. vii. V. 18% + Acts, Ch. xx. V. 29, 30. 
t 2 Peter, Ch. ii. V. 1. To 


C$) 


they complied with the Jews, and ſo came to o Def. 


truction with them. More Texts I could eaſily 
produce to this Purpoſe, but theſe already named 
give us ſufficient Warning of the Coming of Mock 


ers or falſe Teachers into the Chriſtian Church. 


And yet notwithſtanding all that hath been ſaid, 
many People have been ſeduced by them, not only 


in former Ages, but in the preſent Age, Well, 


but though Seducers might prevail with ſome of 
the common People, in different Countries, in 
former Ages, where the Goſpel was not ſo clearly 


explained and underſtood as it is now in this Na- 


tion-; yet it is ſtrange, ſay ſome, that falſe Teach- 
ers mould draw ſo many Perſons of both Sexes 
after them now from our eſtabliſhed Church, 


where the Goſpel is taught in its primitive Purity. 


But it is no Wonder at all that it ſhould be ſo, when 


it is conſidered, that much the greater Part of the 


People are become ſo ignorant, that they know 
not how to give a Reaſon. of the Faith which they, 


pretend to profeſs. This groſs Ignorance among 


vs is, ina great Meaſure, owing to the Neglect of 
Parents; who, inſtead of ſending their Children | 
and Setvants to be catechized at Church by their 
Miniſter, till they are well grounded in the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, ſuffer them to 
play in the Stteets, or in the F ields, on the Lord's 
B and either ſend none at all to be catechized, 
or elie only ſuch as are incapable of religious In- 
ſtructions. Theſe Children likewiſe, . when they 


arrive at Manhood, do the like by their little ones; 
and ſo Ignorance i 15 tranſmitted” from Generation to 


Generation. And while People remain thus igno- 
rant of their Puty, they are apt to think that al! 


Religions are alike; and ſo may be eaſily drawn 


from the right Way, by the Sleights of ſuch Per- 


n as lie 1 in Wait c deceive. — But beſides this 
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Neglect in the Education of the common People, 
in Conſequence of which they are more eaſily im- 
poſed upon by Seducers; there are various Ways 


made Uſe of by falſe Teachers, to entice poor illi- 
terate Perſons to embrate their Doctrine. Some 
do it with a Preſent of Money in Hand, or with a 
yearly Allowance; others promiſe them conſtant 
Employment in their Trade or Buſineſs ; and ſome 
again grant their Followers a greater Liberty to 
gratify their Luſts than the Goſpel of Chriſt 


doth allow. By theſe and divers other Ways and 


Means, ſeveral ignorant and unthinking People are 
led from the Way of Truth, into the Way that 
leadeth to endleſs Death and Miſery. 


II. I proceed now in the ſecond Place to ſhew, 
That the Sect of People, known among us by the 
Name of Methodifts, by their Doctrines, by the 
diſtinguiſhing Marks which the Holy Spirit here 
gives of Deceivers, and by the Sleights and Arti- 


tices which they uſe in drawing Diſciples after them, 


manifeſtly ſhew, that they are ſuch Mockers as we 
are forewarned of in the holy Goſpel. - 7 


There are many Doctrines taught by the Me- 


* thodiſts, which being brought to the Touchſtone 


of the holy Scriptures, will plainly appear to be 
falſe and erroneous ; but I ſhall, at this Time, only 


take Notice of ſome which are moſt notorious. 


A „ £2 
1. Firſt, They teach, That Faith alone is ſuffi- 


| cient for Juſtification, and that good Works are 


not neceſſary to Salvation. — Now this Doctrine 


”» 
. 


= jive too much Encouragement. to all Manner of 


ſoever they produce to yu this Doctrine by, 


ice and Immorality, which the ſacred Scripture 
every where condemns; and therefore what Texts 


muſt 


6 10 x: 

muſt be wreſted from the true and genuine Senſe. 
For St. Paul gives to Titus a ſolemn Charge, to 
preſs the Neceſſity of good Works upon thoſe who 

did believe and embrace the Goſpel. This is a 

Faithful Saying, ſaith he, and theſe Things I will 
that thou affirm conſtantly, that they who have be- 
lieved in God, might be careful to maintain good 
Works ,* intimating, that they who are juſtified by 
the Faith of the Goſpel, ſhould be fo far from 
thinking themſelves hereby excuſed from good 
Works, that they ought, upon that Account, to 
be the more careful to maintain and practiſe them ; 
becauſe the very Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
and Religion hath ſolemnly engaged them to do fo. 
St. Jones likewiſe confirms the ſame Thing, What 
doth it profit, my Brethren, ſaith he, though a Man 
ſay he hath Faith, and nave not Works? can Faith 
fave him ? Ye ſee then, how that by Works a Man 
ts juſtified, and not by Faith only. . 

2. Secondiy. Another Doctrine which the Me- 
thodiſts teach, is, That God, by an abſolute De- 
cree, hath elected to Salvation only a ſmall Num- 

ber of Men, without any Regard to their Faith 
and Obedience; and by the ſame Decree, hath ap- 
pointed all the Reſt of Mankind to eternal Dam- 
nation, without any Regard to their Infidelity and 


Impenitency. But this is not only repugnant to 


the Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Love of God, but to 
the plain Declarations he hath made of his Will in 
his holy Word. There St. Paul tells us, that 
Chriſt died for all Men; Þ and if he died for all, 
and every Man, that he might obtain Grace and 
Remiſſion of Sins for them, no Man excepted, 
then God has not abſolutely reprobated any Man, 
by an antecedent Decree, from Salvation. And, 

in 
* Titus, Chap. iii. V. 8. + James, Chap. V. 14. 24. 
+ 2 Cor. Chap. v. V. 15. 
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in another Place, the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, Ged will 


have all Men to be 2 and to come to the Know- 


ledge of the Truth. * So likewile St. Peter faith, 

God is not willing that any ſoculd periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance, F Now it it be the Will 
of God, that all ſhould be ſaved, then none will 
periſh, but ſuch as wilfully deſpiſe and reject the 
Conditions upon which Salvation is offered in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Moreover theſe Men teach, That Sin in a 
Child of God ſhould never trouble him, inaſmuch 
as God imputes no Sin to his Elect, though the 
_ tame Action, in the ſame Circuinſtances, is a Sin 


in a Reprobate; and ſuch they reckon all others 


but themſelves. But what ſtrange Doctrine is this! 
In what Place of Holy Scripture do we meet with 
a Permiſſion for God's Ele& to commit the leaſt 


Sin? or who can truly ſay, that he knows himſelf 


to be in ſuch a State of Grace, that it is impoſlible 
for him ever to fall from it? Are not the beſt of 
Men Sinners? and if any ſay, as the Methodiſts do, 
that they are already in a State of Perfection, they 
deceive themſelves, and the Truth is not in them. 
And as theſe, and many other Doctrines taught 
by theſe Men, prove them to be falſe Teachers, ſa 
do the diſtinguiſhing Marks given by the Holy 


Spirit in the Text, — whereof 


1. The Firſt is, They Spa walk after their own 


 wngodly Luſts. — Now the Practices of theſe Per- 


ſons in their nightly Lave-Feaſts, ſavour more of 
the Prieſts and Devotees of Venus, than of the Am- 
| baſſadors and Adorers of a pure and holy God, 
Some of them, like the Nicholaitans of old, look 
upon Matrimony as a mere human Inſtitution, 
which doth oblige no Man's Conſcience; and fo 
live without making any Difference betwixe one 
| . Woman 
| * 1 Tim. Ch, ii. V. 4. 42 Peter, Ch. iii. V. Js 
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Woman and another. And this ſeems to be the 
Reaſon, why ſo many of the female Sex, Wives 
and Maidens, conſtantly attend at their nocturnal 


Meetings. And hence it is, that by the Liberty which 


theſe Men aſſume to themfelves, and promiſe to 
others, Multitudes of ignorant and unwary People 


have been drawn over to their Party. 


2. Another Mark here given of falſe Teachers 
is, That they ſeparate themſelves from the Commu- 
nioa of the eſtabliſhed Church, as thinking them- 
ſelves more perfect than any of us. And yet they 


pretend to be true and dutiful Sons of our national 
Church. But if that were ſo, why do they preach 


in the Fields, Streets, and private Houſes, con- 
trary to the civil and eccleſiaſtical Laws of this 
Realm? As St. John ſays of Impoſtors and falſe 
Teachers in his Days, ſo we may now ſay of them, 
they went out from us, but they were not of us; far 
if they bad been of us, they would no Doubt have 


continued with us; but they went out, that it might be 


made manifeſt, that they were not all of us.“ — Theſe 


Mien pretend to greater Purity than others, call 


themſelves the Church and People of God, and 
chief Favourites of Heaven, boaſt of extraordina- 
ry Intereourſe with the Deity, and of Directions 
from the Holy Spirit, above what he affords to 
others. And what is this more than falſe Teachers 
have formerly done? Did not Simon Magus, Mon- 
tanus, Mabomet, and other Impoſtors make as 
great Pretenſions to the Spirit? And yet with all 
their Boaſting, it proved to be no other than the 
Spirit of Infatuation; for it is certain, that the 
Spirit of God could not be the Author of ſuch 
Doctrines, as contradi&t what he hath formerly 
revealed. Let theſe frantic Enthuſiaſts then, boaſt 
never ſo much of their Knowledge, Gifts, and 

=_ 5 | Graces, 
I John, Chap. ii. V. 19. 
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| Graces, ſuperior to others, and lay never ſo great 


Claim to the Spirit, yet all the while it is not the 
Spirit of God they are moved by, but the Spirit of 
Deluſion. For their Teachers uſe ſuch ſtrange 
Geſtures and horrid Expreſſions, as tend to the 


making People mad and diſordered in their Senſes ; 


ſtamping, ſhrieking, and crying out, that the whole 


Aſſembly is now, now, now, dropping into Hell, 
and Satan ſtands ready to ſnatch them away. And 


the great Leader of this Sect hath travelled over 
moſt Counties in the Nation, to eſtabliſh new-fan- 
gled Societies, and to appoint fpiritual Directors 


among them; perſuading the molt ordinary Me- 
chanics, and loweſt of the People, ſuch as Fero- 
boam made Prieſts of the High Places, that it they 


have but a good Share of Aſſurance, Volubility of 
Tongue, and can cant, whine, and make ſuch bo- 


dily Motions, as may gain the Affections of their 


ignorant Hearers, then they are well enough quali- 


fied for the Work of the Miniſtry. But we have 
not ſo learned Chriſt, For the Apoſtle expreſsly 
ſaith, No Man taketh ibis Honour upon himſelf, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron: That is, no 


Man ought to engage in the Prieſt's Office, but he 


that is lawfully called unto it. Now to qualify a 


Man to be a lawful Preacher of the Goſpel, both 


the internal and external Call are neceſſary. By the 


internal Call, I mean only a Competency of divine 


Knowledge and good Learning, adorned with an 
_ exemplary Life, and joined with an earneſt Deſire to 
| ſerve God is the ſacred Miniſtry of his Church. 
This Call is properly ſaid to be internal, becauſe 


God's inward Grace co-operates with our Endea- 
vours. By the external Call we are to underſtand e- 


piſcopal Ordination. They therefore who want either 
of theſe Calls are no true Miniſters of the Goſpel.— 


— Well, 
* Hebrews, Chap. v. V. 4 
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Well, but theſe illiterate Teachers ſay, that they - 
have a ſecret and ſtrong Impulſe of the Spirit, and 

nl! that is quite ſufficient ro qualify them for the Work 

vs of the Miniſtry without any outward Call. For do 
|| you not read of Eliſba, who was called from the _ 

Plough, ſay they, to be a Prophet? And the A- 

| Poſtles from mending their Nets, to preach the 
Goſpel? We readily grant, that God, if he 

| pleaſed, may make the meaneſt Tradeſman in the i 

Hy Land the greateſt Luminary of his Church, bur 

1 that he will do ſo, is greatly doubtful. So if any 
1 that is not legally ordained ſay, God hath called 

mae to the Prieft's Office, I muſt therefore aſk him, 

What Signs or Tokens he can give of his being ſo 

11 called, as the Prophets and Apoſtles were? Eliſpa 

made Iron to ſwim, and the Apoſtles wrought ma- 

| ny Miracles, which was an infallible den that they 

were called by God to preach the Go] / wh And if 

| theſe Men can give no better Proof of their being 

called by God, than that they are fully perſuaded 
that the Spirit moves them to preach, this is an 
evident Sign that they are Cheats and Impoſtors. 

_ Beſides, Eliſha! s Calling to be a Prophet was not 
without its viſible Sign, Go, ſays God to Elijab, 
Anoint Eliſha, the Son of Shaphat, to be Prophet in 
thy Room.* And though the Apoſtles were not _ 

_ conſecrated to the Miniftry by ſuch Rites, and 
Impoſition of Hands, as were afterwards received 
and practiſed in the Church, yet ſomething equi- 
valent to this went to their Conſecration, before 
they were inveſted with full Authority to preach the 
Goſpel to the World, For beſides their firſt Voca- 
tion by Chriſt to be his Diſciples, he commanded 
them after his Reſurrection, to tarry at Feruſalem 
till he ſent the Promiſe of his Father upon them, 
and they be endued with Power from above. _ 5 

What 
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* 1 Kings, Chap, x xix. V. 16. 


| „ 
what v was this Promiſe and Power, but the Holy 
Ghoſt, who, at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, deter 
upon the Apoſtles, in his ien Gifts, to 
qualify them to preach the Goſpel unto all Nations? 
Now let theſe Men make it appear that they are 
furniſhed with ſuch Gifts as the Apoſtles were, and 


then, but not till then, I ſhall believe that they are 
ſent by God. 


Another Artifice of theſe Seducers i is this: They 


- uſually put on ſuch an uncommon Appearance of 


Sanctity and Devotion, that though they wreſt the 


Scriptures never ſo much, and cant Nonſenſe ſeveral 
Hours together, yet their ignorant and unthinking 


Auditors take all they ſay for Goſpel, and ſwallow 
don the groſſeſt Abſurdities with Greedineſs. As 


the grand Impoſtor ſometimes puts on the Diſguiſe 


of an Angel of Light, ſo he teaches his Agents to 
perſonate thoſe, who ate moſt devout and religious. 


By this demure Carriage, their Preachers gain the 
Affection of the Multitude, and their Purſes too; 
for who would not readily contribute towards the 


Support of him, whom he takes to be a gifted 
Man, ſpeaking n as he is moved by che Spirit | 
of God. -- 


To the foregoing. Artifice theſe 9 add 
another. They ſlander and take away the good 
Name of thoſe, who either are, or have deen the 
moſt eminent Miniſters of Chriſt's Church; ho- 
ping by ſuch ſcurrilous Reflections upon their Per- 
ſons to bring their Doctrine into Diſrepute. Thus 
one of their chief Teachers, who ſeems to have 
more Malice than good Manners, in one of his Let- 
ters, calls the Biſhops or Overſeers of our Church, 
a Pack of ſorry Liars: Nor do our Prieſts and Dea- 


_ cons wholly eſcape the Laſhes of his virulent Tongue. 


And what other View can he have, in caſting upon 


. dur Clergy ſcandalous Aſperſions, than to create Con- 


tempt 
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tempt of chem in the Hearts of his giddy Followers 


Nor doth he only vilify and diſgrace the Clergy of 


our Church, as if they were not able to direct Men 
in the Way to Salvation, but alſo condemns ſeve- 
ral valuable Books, compoſed by ſome of our moſt 


eminent Divines, as dangerous to be read by his 


Diſciples. Such are, The Whole Duty of Man, 
Biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts of Religion, and 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Works ; all which are valuable 


Books, greatly tending to Edification. And yet 


this ſelf-conceited Man faith, that the Archbiſhop 


knew no more of Chriſtianity than Mahomet the 


Turk, though this pious Biſhop was reckoned by 
the molt judicious as one of the moſt learned Di- 
vines of his Age. But whether we ſhould rely 


upon the general Opinion of the wiſeſt Men in the 


Nation, or hearken to the flanderous Words of 4 
frantic Enthuſiaſt, judge ye. EY EC 


III. I come now in the Third and laſt Place to 
ſhew, By what Means we may prevent our being. 
drawn away by the falſe and dangerous Doctrines 
ee. 


o 
/ 


1. We muſt endeavour to build ourſelves up in 


the Faith of the Goſpel, as St. Jude adviſes in the 
Verſe immediately tollowing my Text. Now to 


build ourſelves up in the Faith, is fully to acquaint 
ourſelves with the Hiſtory and Doctrines of the 


Goſpel. That there was ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus 
Chriſt, who was the true Meſſias, promiſed in the 


Old Teſtament. That he was the Son of God, 


and ſent by him into the World, by his Doctrine 


to inſtruct, and by the Example of his Life to go 


before us in the Way to Happineſs, and by the 


Merits and Satisfaction of his Death and Sufferings 


to appeale and reconcile God to us, and to pur- 


_ chaſe 
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2 for us the Pardon of Sins, and eternal Life, 
on ſuch Conditions, as he hath promiſed to ena- 
ble Chriſtians, by the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spi- 


| rir, to perform. Accordingly we read, when the 


Fulneſs of Time was come, God ſent forth his Son, 
made of a Woman, who lived among the Jews, 
wrought many Miracles, was crucified, died, was 
buried, did riſe again the third Day, aſcended into 
Heaven, ſar down at the right Hand of God, and 
will come from thence, at the End of the World, 

to judge both the Quick and the Dead. And then 
they that have believed in him, and walked ac- 
cording to the Rules of his holy Goſpel, will re- 
ceive the Sentence of Ablolution from him : But 
upon ſuch as have continued incredulous and diſo- 
bedient, will he paſs the Sentence of Damnation. 

It therefore highly concerns all thoſe, who deſire 


and expect to be happy in a future State, to walk 


as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt in this Life; and 


to take Care, that no Man ſeduce them from the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus. For if any follow falſe 


Teachers, they will certainly periſh, as well as their 
Teachers; ' notwithſtanding they were received into 


the Church by Baptiſm, and have made ſome Pro- 


greſs in a virtuous Courle : For as our Saviour ob- 


ſerves, if the Blind lead the Blind, both Hall fall 


into the Ditch. 


2. We muſt humbly and importunately beſeech 


God, to enable us, with his holy Spirit, to gain 


rhe Victory over all Seducers. Men are liable to 
falh into Error and Hereſy, becauſe they are natu- 
rally ſubject to it and well pleaſed with it; for their 


Minds being vitiated with it and corrupted, Error 


is more agreeable to them than Truth. Juſt Rea- 
1on have we therefore always to guard againſt ſuch, 
as make it their Buſineſs to ſeduce us from the Way 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs. And becauſe we are 
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not able to refiſt the Aſſaults of all our Enemies 
by our own Strength, we muſt humbly beſeech 


God to grant us the Aﬀfiſtance of his Holy Spirit 


to conquer and ſubdue them. And if we pray in 
Faith, and earneſtly importune God for ſuch 
Things as we want, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to expect that he will grant our Requeſts, 
For our Saviour ſaith, what Things ſoever ye de- 
fire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and 
ve ſhall have them.“ And elſewhere he ſaith, if you. 
off any Thing in my Name, I vill do it.. Here you : 
ſee we may have all our Requetis granted, if we 
make them known unto God; and certainly they 


are unworthy to receive any good Gift from him, 
who will not give themſelves the Trouble of aſking 


for it. And being forewarned of the Coming of 
Mockers and Seducers, and of the fatal Dangers 
Which their falſe and erroneous Doctrines will ex- 
poſe Men to, we ſhould carefully make uſe of Pray- 
er, and of all other Means appointed for our Deli- 


verance from them; following the Advice which 
St. Peter gives us in this Caſe; Beloved, ſaith he, 


ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, beware left ye 
alſo being led away with the Error of the Wicked, 


fall from your own Sbedfaſtneſs. 


3- Another Means of eſcaping” the Dangers : 
which falſe and erroneous Doctrines expoſe Men to, 


is to ſhun and avoid the Meetings or Aſſemblics of 


falſe Teachers. Moſt Men are fo fond of Novel- 


ties, and ſo conceited of their own Knowledge, 
that they frequently go to the Aſſemblies of falſe 
Teachers, thinking that they can receive no Harm 
from any Thing they can ſay. Yet whatſoever 
tuch Perſons may think, God is ſometimes pleaſed 


ro pant their Preſumption, by giving them up to 


ſtrong 
* Mark, Ch. xi. V. 24. f John, Ch. r. V. 14 
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of their Teachers or Diſciples ſhould attempt by 


4 over to their Party, then you muſt not wholly de- 


2: toovigilant and cautious when Religion is in Dan- 


l Bis Soul, he loſeth his all; and if he could give 
the whole World to ſave it, when the Time of this 


Purgatory, where after Death a Man's Sins are 
purged away by the Prayers and Maſſes of the Li- 


_ nite Mercy's Sake, grant, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. | Amen. | | F = 


| 5 „ - „ 
ſtrong Deluſtons, that they ſhould believe a Lie. Be- 
ware then of going to any ſuch Places, and if any 


good Words and fair Speeches to draw any of you 


pend upon your own Judgment, but call in the 
Aſſiſtance of your Miniſter, and others well ac- 


quainted with the holy Scriptures, before you give 


any Credit to their Words; becauſe no Man can be 
ger and Eternity is at Stake. For if a Man loſe 


Life is paſt, there is no Redemption. For what- 
ſoever the Papi/ts pretend, there is no ſuch Place as 


ving, but as Death leaves us, ſo Eternity will find 
us. I ſhall conclude all with the good Advice 
which St. Paul gives us, Let no Man deceive you 
with vain Words.* Which wholeſome Counſel 
that we may all take, Almighty God, for his infi- 


* Epheſians, Chap. v. V. 6. 
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